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World War I or the Great War is a fascinating period of massive upheaval for those 

that lived through it. As a history topic it offers great opportunities to engage with 

young people on an epic scale, although, it can be daunting to comprehend the 

tragedy of so many lives being lost and frightening to learn about how terrible the 

conditions were that many service men and women faced between 1914-19.  

 

One way that offers a more personal connection for pupils is to tell the stories of 

the people from the place that your students come from.  Southend-on-Sea, 

Rochford and Castle Point were all massively impacted by the war because of the 

many young men who went off to fight, but also by what took place on our local 

home front.  Whether it was the terrible Zeppelin attacks  where bombs rained 

down from the sky, indiscriminately killing innocent civilians or the dangers faced 

by being the Estuary gateway to London, the stories of the people who fought the 

war from South East Essex were rediscovered and recognised by our community 

during this project.  

 

In this centenary period of the Great War, we want to be able to share what has 

been discovered and treasured by the SSFR team as we have explored our shared 

past. From the ages of 3-101, people have joined us on this marvellous journey to 

connect us all to the legacy that our brave forebears’ history offers us to learn 

about what shaped our landscape, changed our politics and influences the world 

we live in today.  We wanted this project to make sure that we reconnected to 

this past as a community and we hope that this Legacy Pack is one way that we 

can keep this history vitally alive and current for generations to come. For all 

those that took part, we salute you. For all those stalwart people who lived and 

died in the Great War we stand in awe of what  you endured. 

Introduction 

https://www.ssfr.org.uk/
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SSFR Project Summary 

SSFR is a partnership project between local not for profit company Blade Education 

and the Leigh-on-Sea branch of the Royal British Legion and is funded by a National 

Lottery grant of £59,900 from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), and contributions from 

Southend-on-Sea Borough Council and Leigh-on-Sea Town Council.  

We are very grateful to everyone that has supported this 

project, especially National Lottery players, as it has 

allowed young and old to come together to find out 

about our past and think about what Remembrance 

means for our future. 

The Leigh-on-Sea branch of the Royal British Legion has 

been working in the area since 1937 and recognises the 

importance of remembering the lessons and sacrifices of the past as well as providing 

funds and welfare for ex-service personnel in the present. Branch Secretary Bob 

O’Leary said: “Our small Branch is incredibly proud to be part of a wonderful project 

that we hope will connect local schools and their pupils to the subject of 

Remembrance for many years to come. It is very important for us all to remember 

those men and women who have died and been injured whilst serving their Country.”  

In November 2017, 25 schools came together to create a lake of beautifully individual 

poppies feeding down to a waterfall of more poppies hand made by the children of 

Southend-on-Sea. With over 5000 children from 25 local schools taking part, the Royal 

British Legion, SSAFA, plus Beavers and Scouts and other local organisations, SSFR 

bought our community together to discover and celebrate Remembrance and renew 

the thanks given to those who gave their lives to protect ours.  

Poppy making at Hinguar Primary School SSFR Poppy Exhibition, Nov 2017 

SSFR poppy from Belfairs Academy 
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Southend Before The War 

Before the Great War Britain had enjoyed nearly a century of continuing prosperity 

and technological advance. Most of the conflicts of the Victorian period were either 

with much smaller countries, rebellions or local uprisings. Even the Boer War in 

South Africa which claimed around 100,000 casualties was against a group of settlers 

whose main strength was modern guerrilla tactics against a more powerful 

opponent.  

 

Southend-on-Sea also enjoyed an unprecedented era of growth in large part to the 

patronage of Queen Victoria who was said to love visiting the town for seaside 

breaks. The popularity of the area from tourists following their monarch also led to a 

population growth from 2,000 in 1811 to 74,000 in 1911.(GB Historical GIS / University of 

Portsmouth )  

 

There were a great many wonderful postcards of Southend published between 1900 

and 1914 and this is an excellent source of material to help children to visualise how 

life was before the war.  

A public concert on the cliffs at Westcliff-on-Sea 
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Southend Before The War 

Of course what you see is a snapshot of happy times and the fact that some 

parts of the Southend population lived in abject poverty isn’t reflected in the 

crowds enjoying a sunny day out by the seaside. However there are many 

examples of working lives and leisure activities that do show more than just  

the changing of fashions over time. 

Leigh-on-Sea Cycling Club 

Works outing to Southend in 1905 
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Why The Great War Started 

There were 3 main pressures that had built up in Europe during the period of 

peace before 1914 that made some form of conflict unavoidable. Nationalism 

was rife, Imperialism was seen as the norm, and Militarism made sure 

everyone had enough weapons to finish off their neighbours. The spark that set 

off the box of fireworks was the assassination by Serbian nationalists of the 

Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife Duchess Sophie in June 1914. 

The assassination - the basics 

• Sarajevo was in Bosnia, the province that to Serbia's anger, had been annexed 
by the  Austro-Hungarian Empire in 1908. 

• Archduke Franz Ferdinand was heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary. He was 
inspecting the army in Sarajevo with his wife Sophie. 

• 5 young Bosnian Serbs planned to assassinate Franz Ferdinand as he drove 
along the main road in Sarajevo. 

• The first conspirator who tried to kill Franz Ferdinand threw a bomb at his car. 
He missed and was arrested. 

• The Archduke and his wife escaped unhurt. He decided to abandon the visit 
and return home via a different route to the one planned.  

• No one had told the driver the route had changed. On the way back, 
therefore, the driver turned into Franz Josef Street, when told of his error, 
stopped the car to turn 
around. 

• Unfortunately, the car 
stopped in front of Gavrilo 
Princip, one of the 
conspirators, who was on his 
way home thinking he had 
failed. 

• Princip pulled out a gun 
and shot at Franz Ferdinand, 
hitting him in the jugular 
vein. There was a tussle, 
during which Princip shot 
and killed Sophie. Franz 
Ferdinand bled to death. 

Archduke Franz Ferdinand and Duchess Sophie shortly before their assassination. 
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Why The Great War Started 

The other reason that the conflict escalated so fast into a world war was that 
alliances had been formed virtually ensuring that any attack on a European country 
would result in the rest of the continent joining the fight.  
 
In 1882, Germany, Austro-Hungary and Italy formed the Triple Alliance. This alarmed, 
France, Britain and Russia. By 1907, they had all joined the Triple Entente. Europe 
was divided into 2 armed camps, ready to help each other if there was a war.  
 
Germany had been preparing for war long before 1914. In fact, Germany had started 
drawing up a plan for war - the Schlieffen Plan - in 1897. It took 9 years to finalise, 
but it was based on the theory that Germany would be at war with France and Russia 
at the same time. It did not prepare for many of the events that occurred in July and 
August 1914.   
 
The plan assumed that France was weak and 
could be beaten quickly, and that Russia was 
much stronger, but would take longer to 
mobilise its army. Things began to go wrong 
on 30 July 1914, when Russia mobilised its 
army, but France did not. Germany was 
forced to invent a pretext to declare war on 
France.  
 
When the German army asked permission 
to go through Belgium on 2 August 1914, the Belgians refused, so the German army 
had to fight its way through Belgium. This slowed it down and tired the soldiers. 
Britain's decision to uphold the 1839 Treaty with Belgium amazed the Germans. "For 
a scrap of paper, Great Britain is going to make war?" said the German Chancellor, 
Theobald Bethmann-Hollweg.  
 
In the event, the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) arrived to resist the Germans, and 
held them up at the Battle of Mons on 23 August 1914. With his army exhausted and 
many of his best forces killed, Chief of Staff of the Prussian Army, Helmuth Von 
Moltke was defeated at the battle of the Marne on 6-10 September 1914. "Sir, we 
have lost the war," he told the German head of state, the Kaiser. 

British Expeditionary Force marching through France Aug 1914 
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In places like Southend and Rochford, unless tragedy had struck close to home, like 
in the Guy family, the first Christmas of the Great War was one of confidence and 
hope the fighting would be over quickly and that all of our men and women serving 
overseas would have come home victorious; of course, this didn’t happen, but 
thanks to patriotic propaganda most local people thought the war was already won. 
 
Apart from the conflict, and the toll it was taking on Southend families whose men 
were serving their King and country. There were so many other life-changing 
developments to take in— the need for women in the workplace, quiet parts of the 
town had been transformed into part of the war machine by creating arms factories, 
young men who had not enlisted were being constantly harried to do so. There was 
also the arrival of wounded service men in the Queen Mary’s Hospital, Prisoners of 
War at the end of the pier and the refugees from Belgium to swell the local 
community. 
 
 At this stage in the war there would still have 
been tasty treats ready for Christmas -  like plum 
puddings, as they would have been made months 
in advance and food  shortages were not yet part 
of daily life in Southend.    
 
For the better off families of Southend the most 
popular centrepiece to Christmas dinner would 
have been a turkey. Made popular by the 
Victorians over more traditional fare such as game 
birds or beef.  

 
One thing that was a new feature on the Christmas 
table of many Southend families was a photograph of 
a father or brother away fighting in the war. 
Thousands of local young men joined the army or 
navy in the first year of the war and a framed 
photograph in their place at the dining table was all 
most families had of their loved ones to celebrate 
Christmas with. 

Christmas 1914 in Southend-on-Sea 

Plucking Christmas turkeys in Southend 

Family missing their father at Christmas 
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Christmas 1914 in Southend-on-Sea 

Children gathering Christmas greenery A Christmas Tree in 1914 
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Southend Zeppelin Attacks 

Lighter than air flying machines were successfully developed before aeroplanes. 

Count Ferdinand Graf von Zeppelin was a German General and the developer of the 

dirigible airship who saw their potential for reconnaissance well before the Great 

War.  In a diary entry dated 25 March 1874 he recorded his first ideas for large 

dirigibles and a ‘Zeppelin’ successfully flew for 24 

hours in 1906. Civilian airships developed rapidly 

before the First World War and once it became 

clear that the war was not going to be over quickly, 

the German Imperial High Command ordered a 

bombing campaign of British cities. At 180 metres 

long, travelling at up to 85 mph  and able to hold 

nearly 2 tonnes of bombs they were responsible 

for the deaths of nearly 1500 British civilians. The 

first attacks on the UK civilian population began on 

the 24th December 1914 when a German Imperial 

Navy Seaplane dropped 2 bombs on Dover. Over the next several months towns and 

cities up and down the East coast of England were targeted.   

 

The first major Zeppelin Raid on Southend happened on the 10th May 1915. 

Imperial German Navy Zeppelin  LZ38 flew to Southend from its base in Belgium and 

arrived just before 3am. According to reports of the time the first bomb dropped was 

aimed at one of the Prisoner of War ships moored off of Southend Pier—fortunately 

for the several thousand German men locked overnight into their rooms onboard the 

bomb missed and LZ38 moved off to hover over Cobweb Corner (now Victoria Circus). 

She then dropped a string of bombs, mostly incendiaries, as she flew across the town 

from east to west. She continued to Canvey Island but anti-aircraft gun fire from 

Thames Haven and across the Thames at Cliffe prevented her continuing.  LZ38 then 

returned to Southend and dropped the rest of her bombs. A 60-year-old woman, Mrs 

Agnes Whitwell, died when an incendiary crashed through the roof of her house in 

North Road, Prittlewell. 

German Zeppelin LZ38  
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Southend Zeppelin Attacks 

120 North Road the day after the Zeppelin Raid 

Newspaper photograph of Mrs Agnes Whitwell . 
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Changing Role of Southend Women 

Before the Great War women were expected to get married, stay home and look after 

the children.  Despite the respect held for Queen Victoria, girls were lucky to learn to 

read and do basic mathematics, mostly, they were taught to cook, sew and if rich 

enough, play an instrument. Poorer 

unmarried girls went into domestic service 

and for upper working class girls, like Ellen 

Daly or Nurse Bradford, nursing was 

considered a nobler profession but was still 

largely frowned upon by mainstream 

society. While for more academic young 

ladies teaching might be suitable, either as 

a governess for a few children in well off 

family or at a school.    

 

In Southend there were women who challenged 

these ideas, like Elizabeth Bannester, Southend 

Council’s first female councillor in 1910; 8 years 

before women were given the vote.  

 

This all changed with the coming of the Great War. 

The country needed hundreds of thousands of 

soldiers to fight, usually abroad.  Women were 

considered too weak and delicate to be expected to 

do this so only young men were encouraged to leave 

their jobs and join up.    

 

Between 1914-18, over 5 million men marched off to war, which meant that 

grudgingly, women were accepted into all kinds of professions that they would have 

been barred from previously—such as possibly the first female tram driver in the 

country, Annie Overton. Women had to fight very hard in order to achieve ambitions 

that young people completely take for granted in the 21st century.   

Nurses carrying needle work donations for the war effort © IWM 

Miss Elizabeth Sumner Bannester, 1910 



 15 

Changing Role of Southend Women 

Annie Overton Southend’s first female Tram Driver 

(Courtesy of the Leigh Society) 

Women’s football in Chalkwell Park during the Great War © IWM 

Local female munitions workers © IWM 
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Shortages and Rationing 

In Southend during the Great War both men and horses were taken away from farm 

work, nitrate fertilizers were redirected to munitions production and the fishing industry 

was hit by the call-up that took thousands of young men to war.  

 

It took some time for shortages to become acute and rationing 

wasn’t introduced until early 1918. Any foodstuff imported 

from abroad was much more likely to be in short supply due to 

the German Imperial Navy’s campaign of submarine warfare 

against merchant ships coming to Britain.  

 

Reduced agricultural output forced up prices and encouraged 

hoarding and in Southend some schools had to close early as 

they couldn't feed their pupils. The government responded by 

putting price controls on staple foodstuffs. Food queues 

became a common sight in streets across Southend.  

 

The government introduced measures to improve the amount of 

food being produced in the United Kingdom. The first was to 

form the Women’s Land Army—which drafted women from 

around the country to work in agricultural jobs that had been 

vacated by men going off to fight.  Another measure was the 

introduction of British Summer Time in May 1916 to maximise 

working hours in the agricultural day.  Also, it was thought that 

drunkenness was affecting people’s work and the Borough 

Council introduced a closing time for pubs of 6pm—Rochford 

council however didn’t change their closing times and the trains between the towns 

were said to be ‘heaving’ with revellers.  

 

In the end Britain introduced rationing in London early in 1918 and extended it 

nationwide by the summer. The system was supposed to ensure that the food in the 

country  went far enough, and that everyone got a fair share. 

Women’s Land Army Poster © IWM 

Women’s Land Army © IWM 
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Shortages and Rationing 

Great War Food Posters -© IWM 

Women’s Land Army near Southend © IWM 
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Prisoners of War in Southend 

At the outbreak of the Great War there were 3 prison ships moored off Southend Pier. 
The first foreign aliens arrived in Southend on Wednesday 18th November 1914 and 
they were taken down the pier to the waiting prison ships.   
 
The use of Prison Ships had been raised in Parliament as early as March 1915, 
focusing on the expense of hiring the ships from the cruise lines for the internment of 
prisoners of war.  Agreement was reached that the use of such ships would cease by 
the middle of April 1915 but those at Southend remained until after May 1915.  
 
One of the 3 prison ships was The Royal 
Edward, originally named RMS Cairo and 
operated as a British Mail Service ship to 
Egypt.  She had accommodation for 1,114 
passengers over 3 classes. 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
class cabins; those interned on board 
were able to pay for beds in any of the 3 
classes of cabin.  

At the outbreak of war the ship was 
leased by the British Government and 
sailed to Southend to be used as a prison ship. The Royal Edward was almost sunk by 
the German Army Zeppelin LZ38 on the 10th May 1915 when Southend received its 
first air raid— a bomb falling just yards from the ship into the sea. The 2 other ships, 
the SS Ivernia and the RMS Saxonia were liners before the war.  Eventually all of the 
prisoners of war were removed from the 3 ships as it was seen that they were not a 
safe place to house POWs due to the danger of sinking from German air attack and 
the prisoners being locked in over night.  

Following the sinking of the passenger liner 
Lusitania by a German submarine with the loss 
of 1,198 lives, the government introduced a 
policy of civilian internment on 13 May 1915, 
which would affect all adult male enemy aliens 
between the ages of 17 to 55 and would remain 
in force until 1919.    
 

The Royal Edward prison ship postcard—Wiki creative commons 

German POW working party WW1—© IWM 
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Prisoners of War in Southend 

Interned German prisoners of war being marched to prison ships in Southend, 1915. © IWM 

Newspaper cutting of POWs marching through Southend 
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Queen Mary’s Hospital 

Originally named the Metropole, the Palace Hotel was built in 1901 and was once the 

only 5 star hotel on the southeast coast. It had 200 bedrooms, a billiard room and a 

magnificent ballroom. At the outbreak of the Great 

War in August 1914 the Palace Hotel was seen to be 

the most favourable site to be used as a hospital for 

injured service personnel. The owner, Alfred Tolhurst  

generously agreed that it could be used as a hospital 

rent free until the end of the war, which he 

apparently thought would be about 3 months away. 

 

A committee was formed to run the hospital under 

the presidency of Her Majesty the Queen, and sufficient money was subscribed to 

thoroughly equip and furnish it. A visitor from the British Journal of Nursing described it 

as “Close to the sea dotted with fishing craft, and with wide balconies , on which the 

convalescents can enjoy the invigorating breezes, it is also a centre of endless interest 

to the townsfolk and visitors who 

congregate below, and deftly throw 

packets of cigarettes to the men on the 

balconies above them, who—slings and 

bandages not withstanding—never fail 

to catch the gifts thus showered upon 

them.”  

 

There were 7 wards—Mary, George, Albert, 

Elizabeth, France, Japan and Russia. The 

largest, Mary, was formed from the lounge, 

dining room and ballroom of the Palace 

Hotel. The dining room and ballroom were 

reported to have “fine sea views and indeed 

when the sun sets, the sea seems an 

expanse of molten gold.” 

Postcard of Queen Mary’s Hospital from 1914 

Injured service men receiving gifts on the balcony—© IWM 

Mary Ward, Queen Mary Hospital © IWM 
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Queen Mary’s Hospital 

HM Queen Mary visiting HM Queen Mary’s Royal Naval Hospital .  
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At School in Southend 

Schools were very different in 1914. Most schools were divided into same sex classes with 

the girls only being taught by female teachers and the boys by male. At the start of the 

war the school leaving age was just 12 years old but by 1918 that was raised to 14. 

Lessons for both boys and girls were mainly in reading, writing and arithmetic but other 

subjects such as the history of the British Empire were often taught to children if their 

teacher had an interest.   

 

There were many small private schools around the 

country, including Alexandra College in Westcliff 

(pictured right and below) that mainly taught girls 

aged between 11 and 18, who were from families 

that lived 

abroad but 

wanted their children to be educated in Britain. 

The Head of the school was Miss Elizabeth 

Bannester who in 1910 became the first female 

councillor in Southend—despite women not being 

able to vote. 

 

During the Great War, the school day would have started with prayers and the class 

singing the national anthem—God Save the King. Younger children would have written on 

slate boards with chalk or charcoal, while older children would have used paper and pen 

with ink being kept in an ink well on the front of their desks. One big difference was that if 

children misbehaved the school teacher was allowed to use corporal punishment by 

hitting them on the hand or back of the legs with a cane or a leather strap or a wooden 

ruler or paddle. 

 

Later in the war, schools in Southend-on-Sea had to close for half of the day because they 

did not have enough food or fuel to feed and keep the children warm. At one stage 

schools were only open for 2 hours each day. 

Alexandra College for Girls, Southend 

Alexandra College for Girls, Southend 
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The first class of children to attend West Leigh School in 1914. 

At School in Southend 

West Leigh School class of 1917 
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The End of the Great War 

In the minds of most people, the Great War ended on Armistice Day, 11 November 
1918, but in fact the war itself did not end until 28 June 1919, when, after months 
of tortuous negotiations, the peace treaty was signed at Versailles, France.   
 
Of course, for most people in Southend at the time, the news that the fighting had 
stopped would have been an enormous relief . Church bells were rung and the town 
celebrated. However on the 11th November 1918 an estimated 11,000 allied 
soldiers were killed—1,000 more than died on D-Day in 1944.  
 
On the 12th of November all of the Southend newspapers—and of course 
everywhere else proclaimed Peace and that Germany had surrendered.  
 
Over the course of the next few months soldiers would return home and the 
rationing that had been necessary when allied shipping was being sunk was slowly 
relaxed. With around 880,000 people killed over the course of the 4 year war many 
families struggled to make ends meet and with nearly 2 million people injured the 
sight of disabled ex-servicemen on the streets of Southend became common. 
 
The Treaty of Versailles was signed on the 28th June 1919—Peace Day— after long 
negotiations and it is a recognised fact the treatment of Germany after the Great 
War led to the conditions that were directly responsible for the 2nd World War 20 
years later.   
 
In London, Peace Day was marked by a 
huge military parade, followed by a 
firework display in Hyde Park.  Essex 
saw many local celebrations but the 
most spectacular was a huge naval 
review off Southend, accompanied by 
yacht races, swimming competitions 
and a pageant.    
 
The festivities at Southend were 
commemorated by this paper 
handkerchief (courtesy of the Essex 
Records Office) 

Peace Day celebration handkerchief 1919 
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The End of the Great War 

Watercolour of the 1919  Peace Day fleet review off Southend-on-Sea painted by Charles Dixon in 1919 

Evening Standard Late Night Special 11th November 1918. 
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Southend After the War 

Although the Great War was over its effects would last for decades. The role of 
women had changed and would continue to evolve over the next 100 years. The 
returning soldiers had seen and lived through things that no one should have to 
experience and families and children had lost fathers, brothers, uncles and cousins. 
 
Southend had been a tourist destination for many 
years before the Great War and civil leaders and 
local businesses hoped to revive the trade. The 
roads leading into Southend were upgraded to 
cater for more tourists arriving by bus and new 
attractions such as the open air swimming pool 
were provided . 
 
The troops returned slowly to their homes in Southend between 1918 and 1919 
with most of the conscripted service personnel home before the end of 1919. Not 
all of the returning soldiers, sailors and airmen were able to get jobs and although 
the Southend economy was recovering, the cost of the Great War had nearly 
bankrupt the country. In 1914 Britain was considered a military and economic 
superpower but by the end of the decade our international trade had been so badly 

damaged by the war that 1920/1921 would see 
the deepest recession in our history.  
 
However people still wanted holidays and 
Southend was very well placed to attract the 
tourism trade from London. Several new 
cinemas were opened in the town as well as 
Belfairs Park and its new 18 hole golf course.  
 
The Kursaal was again a popular attraction and 
Southend Football Club relocated to a pitch 
inside the grounds of the Kursaal in 1919.  
 
Southend was on the up and there was a 
feeling of hope for the future. 

Southend Peace Celebrations meeting poster 

Postcard of Southend Open Air Swimming Pool 
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Southend After the War 

A postcard photograph of Southend-on-Sea beach in 1919. 

A football game in the mud at Leigh Regatta early 1920s. 
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Spanish Flu 

The 1918–1919 influenza pandemic was the most devastating epidemic in modern 
history. The estimated number of deaths related to the infection worldwide ranged 
from 20 to 100 million.  It affected mostly young and healthy people, spread rapidly 
and often killed patients within a week of being admitted to hospital. There were no 
medicines that could effectively treat it. 
 
Although called Spanish Flu, it is thought that  the pandemic didn’t originate in 
Spain. It was only because Spain was a neutral country in the Great War that it’s 
newspapers reported the illness—the British and German newspapers were heavily 
censored and were not allowed to report the outbreak as it was thought it might 
damage morale. Recent suggestions are that Spanish Flu either came from British 
Army camps on the Western Front or from American soldiers arriving in France in 
1917. 
 
The rapid spread of the disease was due to the huge 
movements of troops around the world. The 1918-
19 pandemic was caused by an influenza A virus 
known as H1N1. At the early stages of the outbreak 
many deaths were said to be caused by Pneumonia 
which was an effect of the disease rather than the 
cause. 
 
As service men came home on leave the virus 
spread to civilian populations around the world—

including Southend.  Hotels and other buildings that had 
been used as hospitals during the war had to take up the 
role again. The town had hoped to attract more tourists 
now that the war had ended, but the Spanish Flu 
seriously curtailed tourism until the end of 1919. 
 
Sadly many of those who had survived the horrors of the 
trenches of the Great War and fought all the way to the 
end of the war to see peace had no resistance to this 
strain in influenza and the graveyards of Southend are 
full of memorials from late 1918 and 1919 of people who 
died from Spanish Flu. 

Spanish Flu poster from 1918. 

CWGC memorial to Edgar Crowhurst,  

died of Spanish Flu in November 1918. 
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Southend War Memorial 

The first war memorial or cenotaph was built to commemorate those service 
personnel who gave their lives for their country in the Great War. It was built from 
wood and used in Whitehall for the official government ceremony of Remembrance 
in November 1919. The following year the architect 
Edwin Lutyens designed the marble cenotaph that is still 
used for the Remembrance celebration on 11th 
November in central London. 
 
The Southend Cenotaph was build at the top of 
Southend Cliff Gardens in 1920 and was designed by the 
now famous Sir Edwin Lutyens who built the London and 
42 other cenotaphs around the country. 
 
An earlier design by Lutyens would have seen a 
cenotaph surmounted by an urn and surrounded by 
lamps—but this proved too costly. The design we see today with the obelisk and 
flags cost £5,521 15s and was unveiled by Lord Lambourne, the Lord Lieutenant of 
Essex, on 27 November 1921, and dedicated by the Bishop of Chelmsford, in front of 
a large gathering. D Company, 6th Essex Regiment, formed the guard of honour. 

(Historic England) 

Southend Cenotaph 
is now the central 
commemoration 
site for the town 
and each year on 
Remembrance 
Sunday thousands 
of Southend 
residents, 
dignitaries and 
service personnel 
gather to remember 
the fallen of over 
100 years of 
conflicts around the 
world. 

Edwin Landseer Lutyens  

Southend Cenotaph 
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Remembrance and Poppies 

The History of the Poppy  
 
During the First World War (1914–1918) much of the fighting took place in Western 
Europe. Previously beautiful countryside was blasted, 
bombed and fought over, again and again. The landscape 
swiftly turned to fields of mud: bleak and barren scenes 
where little or nothing could grow.  
 
Bright red Flanders poppies (Papaver rhoeas) however, 
were delicate but resilient flowers and grew in their 
thousands, flourishing even in the middle of chaos and 
destruction.   
 
In early May 1915, shortly after losing a friend in Ypres, a Canadian doctor, Lt Col 
John McCrae was inspired by the sight of poppies to write a now famous poem called 
'In Flanders Fields'.  
 
McCrae’s poem inspired an American academic, Moina Michael, to make and sell red 
silk poppies which were brought to England by a French woman, Anna Guérin. The 
(Royal) British Legion, formed in 1921, ordered 9 million of these poppies and sold 
them on 11 November that year. The poppies sold out almost immediately and that 
first ever 'Poppy Appeal' raised over £106,000; a considerable amount of money at 
the time. This was used to help WW1 veterans with employment and housing.  
 
The following year, Major George Howson set up the Poppy Factory to employ 
disabled ex-Servicemen. Today, the factory and 
the Legion's warehouse in Aylesford produces 
millions of poppies each year.   
 
The demand for poppies in England was so 
high that few were reaching Scotland. Earl 
Haig's wife established the 'Lady Haig Poppy 
Factory' in Edinburgh in 1926 to produce 
poppies exclusively for Scotland. Over 5 million 
Scottish poppies (which have four petals and no 
leaf unlike poppies in the rest of the UK) are still made by hand by disabled ex-
Servicemen at Lady Haig's Poppy Factory each year and distributed by our sister 
charity Poppyscotland. 

The original silk poppy from 1921 

Royal British Legion Poppy 

http://www.poppyscotland.org.uk/


 31 

Remembrance and Poppies 

Armistice Day is commemorated annually on 11 November to mark the date when the 
guns fell silent along the Western Front of the First World War. A ceasefire took place on 
the "eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month" of 1918. 

Armistice Day marks the armistice signed between the Allies and Germany at 
Compiègne, France. While the date marks the ceasefire on the Western Front, hostilities 
continued in other regions, in particular, across the former Russian Empire and in parts 
of the old Ottoman Empire. 

On November 7, 1919, King George V made an official proclamation that at the hour 
when the Armistice came into force, the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, 
“there may be for the brief space of two minutes a complete suspension of all our 
normal activities so that in perfect stillness, the thoughts of everyone may be 
concentrated on reverent remembrance of the glorious dead.” 

The date was declared a national holiday in 
many allied nations, to commemorate 
members of the armed forces who were 
killed during war. One exception is Italy, 
where the end of the war is commemorated 
on 4 November, the day of the Armistice of 
Villa Giusti. Armistice Day is not observed in 
the Netherlands, Denmark and Norway, as 
the nations remained neutral. 

Remembrance Sunday is observed on the 
second Sunday in November – on the 
Sunday closest to Armistice Day. Between 1919 and 1945, Armistice Day 
commemorations were always held on 11 November. 

After 1945, it was moved to Remembrance Sunday, but memorial services are now held 
throughout the Country on both Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday. 

An estimated 16 million soldiers and civilians were killed during the First World War, 
with many more left physically and mentally wounded. The anniversary remembers the 
servicemen and women and civilians that have died in wars – not just WW1 but 
including WW11, the Falklands War, The Gulf War and subsequent conflicts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Remembrance service at Southend cenotaph 
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Leigh-on-Sea Branch of the  

Royal British Legion 

The Leigh-on-Sea Branch was formed back in 1937 and held its inaugural meeting at St 
Clements Hall on 22nd September. The branch was initially formed because the many 
old soldiers of the area could not afford the sixpence it cost to travel into Southend to 
attend meetings there. The first meeting opened with a silent tribute to friends who had 
fallen in the service of their Country - as every meeting still does today. The first branch 
standard was bought from donations by members and was dedicated in a packed St. 
Clement’s church on Sunday 1st May 1938. 
 
Today the Leigh-on-Sea Branch has a thriving membership and meets every 3rd Monday 
of the month, usually with an interesting speaker, at the Moose Hall in Cranleigh Drive, 
Leigh on Sea, Essex SS9 2SY. For membership enquiries please call 01245 347123 – or 
join online at: https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/membership 
  
Membership is open to everyone, whether they have served in the Armed Forces or not. 
If you have an interest in the objectives of the Legion and want to help and support 
those who have served their Country and their families, please come and join us. 
 
We rely on our brilliant supporters to enable us to continue our life-changing work. 
From the Poppy Appeal to other fundraising activities including challenge events, local 

community events and fairs, your 
contribution can make a big difference.  
 
Becoming a member also provides the 
opportunity to get involved in a wide 
range of activities and events held locally, 

regionally and nationally throughout the year, including the Annual Poppy Appeal. 
 
The Royal British Legion is the National Custodian of Remembrance safeguarding the 
memory of those who have fought and died in conflicts past and present, as well as the 
unique contribution by all who’ve served. Every Year our Poppy Appeal raises vital funds 
to support our work.  
 
Although we are a relatively small Branch, we are more than happy to talk to Schools 
and local groups about the work of The Royal British Legion, and the history of the 
Poppy. As you will appreciate November is a particularly busy time for us but if you are 
interested please contact the Branch Secretary Bob O’Leary by email at: 
leighonsea.secretary@rbl.community  and we will do our best to accommodate you. 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/membership
mailto:leighonsea.secretary@rbl.community
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The Commonwealth War Graves  

Commission 

Before the First World War it was the fate of the ‘ordinary’ soldier to be forgotten. Even 
when the Great War started, there was no system or organisation in place to mark or 
care for the graves of servicemen and women. Fabian Ware was the editor of the 
Morning Post newspaper and at 45 years old was too old to enlist in 1914. So he 
volunteered to command a mobile unit of the British Red Cross, ferrying wounded men 
back from the frontline to dressing stations and hospitals. 
 
Each day his unit would drive past makeshift graves and 
improvised cemeteries, and Ware wanted to find a way to 
ensure the final resting places of the dead would not be 
lost forever. His unit began recording the locations of 
graves and the identity of those buried there. By 1915 the 
unit was given official recognition by the War Office and 
was incorporated into the British Army as the Graves 
Registration Commission. In May 1917, the Imperial War 

Graves Commission was 
established by Royal Charter, 
with the Prince of Wales serving as President and Ware as 
Vice-Chairman.  
 
The Commission's work began in earnest after the Armistice. 
Once land for cemeteries and memorials had been 
guaranteed, the enormous task of recording the details of 
the dead began. By 1918, some 587,000 graves had been 
identified and a further 559,000 casualties were registered as 
having no known grave.  
 
Although it caused many arguments at 

the time, Ware insisted on the principal that all Commonwealth 
War Graves were the same for everyone. In the early 1900s this 
was quite a shocking idea for many people as the norm had been 
that the higher rank you were the more elaborate memorial you 
could expect.    
 
In the end the principal of equality in memorial won the day and as you can see if you 
visit any graveyard with CWGC memorials today they can be recognised by the  uniform 
size, shape and colour—the only variation being the shape of each country’s memorials 
are slightly different. 

Sir Fabien Ware, founder of the CWGC 

CWGC memorials at Sutton Road 
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Essex Society for Family History 

The Essex Society for Family History has about 1600 members. The members are 

worldwide and either live in Essex and study other places, or live outside the county and 

study its history. “I haven’t any Essex ancestors” is not a reason to fail to join. The aim is 

to promote and encourage the public study of British family history, genealogy, heraldry, 

and local history with particular reference to Essex and to promote the preservation, 

and accessibility of archival material. The Society is managed by volunteers: we do not 

have any paid employees.  

There are five sites throughout the county where 

members can meet other members and research together 

or listen to important speakers with specialist knowledge 

of the past. The first and largest is at Galleywood near 

Chelmsford, where the Heritage Centre hosts 11 monthly 

meetings each year. Next in size is the South-East branch 

which meets in a church hall in Westcliff-on-Sea. The 

North-East branch meets at a church in Colchester and the 

North-West branch meets at a hall in Saffron Walden. All 

four do not have a meeting in August. The last is the West-

Essex branch which meets 12 times annually at a 

deconsecrated church in Old Harlow.  

The Society has a lively and interesting web-site where much information about records 

in the county is available to members at www.esfh.org.uk. It produces a magazine which 

has won family history awards for its content and has an electronic magazine for those 

who prefer to receive information that way.  All “paid-up” members can vote to elect 

branch committee members and members of the Executive Committee which runs the 

business of the Society. Chairman of the Executive and branch chairmen can serve a 

term of five years. New members are welcomed and can gain knowledge from the vast 

fund of information held in the memories and machinery of knowledgeable colleagues. 

New members soon increase their knowledge of the hobby. Representatives may also 

be seen at family history fairs in different parts of the country.  

 

www.esfh.org.uk 

https://www.esfh.org.uk/
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About the Heritage Lottery Fund:  

Thanks to National Lottery players, the Heritage Lottery Fund invests money to help 
people across the UK explore, enjoy and protect the heritage they care about - from the 
archaeology under their feet to the historic parks and buildings they love, from precious 
memories and collections to rare wildlife. Follow them on Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram and use #NationalLottery and #HLFsupported.   
 
Since their foundation in 1994, thanks to National 
Lottery players the Heritage Lottery Fund has  
awarded £7.7billion to over 42,000 projects. 

They believe that understanding, valuing and 
sharing our heritage brings people together, 
inspires pride in communities and boosts 
investment in local economies.  

The projects they fund vary from restoring natural landscapes to rescuing neglected 
buildings, from recording diverse community histories to providing life-
changing training. 

“Our heritage should be protected for the future, and we believe that everyone should 
have the chance to explore and look after it.”   
 
Since its launch in 1994, the National Lottery has provided funds for good causes. The 
parent body, the National Heritage Memorial Fund (NHMF) allocates Lottery funds to 
heritage; HLF is the distributor. 

HLF is a non-departmental public body accountable to Parliament via the Department 
for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS). Although they are not a government 
department, the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport issues financial 
and policy instructions to them, and they report to Parliament through DCMS.  

The decisions about individual applications and policies are entirely independent of 
the Government. 

 

 

Heritage Lottery Fund 

www.hlf.org.uk/ 

https://www.hlf.org.uk/
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SSFR is a partnership project by Blade Education a not for profit company based in Leigh
-on-Sea that works within our local community to create new ways for people to 
experience heritage. We believe passionately in lifelong learning with a special emphasis 
on building bridges between the older and younger generations. Our production staff 
are BBC trained and our project staff are all experts in their field. 
 
We offer bespoke services, innovative projects, media production  and expert 

consultancy. We can build a fully operational service or project from an initial concept or 

we could produce you a couple of films to compliment your existing web presence……or 

anything in between. 

 

We have been working with communities since 2006 to bring their style of value for 

money media production to all. We don't take profits from Blade Education or our 

project and we are proud to say that all monies go back into the company to make a 

difference in the lives of people around the UK. 

 

All ages and all kinds of people get involved in Blade Education projects. People have 

volunteered for us from the age of 3 to 101.   

 

Our projects range from supporting children in care to better understand the care 

system to getting children ready for school or supporting anti domestic violence 

education. 

 

We explore how film, social media and advances in technology can support the whole 

school community to better communicate. 

 

If you would like to find out more about us please visit our main website at: 

 

www.blade-education.org.uk 

Blade Education 

http://www.blade-education.org.uk/
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Eva Sarah Harriet Guy was born on the 9th June 1900 on the Isle of Wight to parents 

Austin and Alice Guy. The family lived at Billingham Manor where Austin Guy was a 

gardener and carpenter.  Alice Guy (Nee Rice) was born and raised in Paglesham to the 

North East of Southend-on-Sea, where her family were Oyster Dredgers.  

 

Alice worked as a Housemaid for a family that took their 

holidays on the Isle of Wight, where she met Austin and 

they eventually married and had 3 children—Edward who 

died in infancy, George and Eva. Before the outbreak of war 

in 1914 the family moved back to Southend-on-Sea where 

Eva lived until she was 104 in 2005.  

 

Eva would have left school aged 12 years old and worked in 

domestic service but when the Great War broke out there 

were many more opportunities for young women to take on different jobs. From 

photographs taken at the time and memories from Eva’s family we understand that she 

worked in a Parachute Factory in Essex for the duration of the war.  

 

As children, Eva and her brother George were very close. George was described as a 

quiet and serious boy and it must have come as a shock when he decided to enlist for 

the Isle of Wight Regiment shortly after the outbreak of the Great War. At the tragically 

young age of 18, George was killed in the Gallipoli Campaign on the 12th August 1915.  

Alice and Eva grieved for the rest of their lives.   

 

While working at the parachute factory Eva met and eventually married Walter Forsdick. 

Most Saturday nights they would walk from Paglesham to Southend even though this 

would take about 4 hours. They were known to be very happy together but they never 

had any children. Walter died from a burst appendix in his forties.  

 

Eva lived in the Roots Hall area of Southend for most of her life. She was devoutly 

religious, a marvellous vegetable grower and even until she was quite elderly loved to 

cycle around the town.   

Southend Stories—Eva Forsdick 
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Eva (centre) and her friends from the Parachute Factory taken around 1917 

Eva at her 90th birthday party in 1990 

Austin, Eva, Alice and George Guy in 1907 

Southend Stories—Eva Forsdick 
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John Edward Royston Young was the 4th of 7 children born to Mr William Young and 

Mrs Edith Young. John was born in Streatham and attended Streatham Grammar School 

before joining the British Bank of Northern Commerce as a Clerk. 

 

John joined the Artists’ Rifles ranks in June 1916 and was 

commissioned as an officer in the Royal Flying Corps in 

February 1917.  On gaining his wings, John was posted to 

37 Home Defence Squadron and was guarding the 

northern approaches of the Thames Estuary and was based 

at Rochford Aerodrome, now the site of London Southend 

Airport. 

 

On the 7th July 1917 a flight of 22 Gotha bombers attacked 

the East End of London in 2 waves causing 57 deaths. This 

was the first day time attack by the Gothas and the battle is described in several 

books. 95 British aircraft were sent up to intercept the Gotha formation. The aircraft and 

the anti-aircraft guns together had little impact, only managing to bring down one of the 

enemy before they escaped over the Channel. 

 

Among those British airmen were JER Young and CC Taylor, who together chased the 

Gothas out to sea but were brought down either by the combined fire of the Gothas’ 

gunners or by British anti-aircraft gunfire, depending whose reports you believe. 

 

A rescue ship reached the downed aircraft before it sank and they managed to rescue 

John's navigator and gunner, Cyril Taylor, but he died of his injuries later in hospital in 

Southend. By the time the rescue boat arrived JER Young had died of his wounds and 

the rescuers were unable to recover John's body before the Sopwith Strutter 1 and 1/2 

went down into the sea. 

 

John's mother had died some years before and John's Father, William Young asked that 

a Commonwealth War Grave memorial be erected at the North Road Burial Ground in 

Westcliff to honour and remember his son. 

Southend Stories—John Young 
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Southend Stories—John Young 

2nd Lt J.E.R Young, RFC 

JER Young CWGC memorial at North Road. 

Airman Cyril Taylor 

Obituary entry for John Young, July 1917 
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Southend Stories—Elizabeth Bannester 

Elizabeth Sumner Bannester was born in the village of Barling, Essex in 1864.  
 
From census records her family were farmers who 
lived at 'The Cottage', Barling. Elizabeth lived with her 
parents and grandparents at The Cottage.  
 
Some years later, Miss Bannester gained a place at 
London University where she studied the Arts and in 
1892 was awarded a Bachelor of Arts Degree. This was 
an amazing achievement at this time. 
 
The 1901 census has Elizabeth Bannester listed as the 
head of household at 5 Avenue Road, Prittlewell and 
her occupation as Private School Mistress. 
 
In 1910 Elizabeth was elected to Southend Council for the Westborough Ward - the 
first time a lady had been elected for the council. 
 
By 1911 Miss Bannester is listed as the Principal of Private School at Alexandra 
College , Westcliff-on-Sea. The college was a private school for young ladies. 
 
Alexandra College for Girls was in Crowstone Road, Westcliff-on-Sea and the building 
that housed the school is still there today. 
 
The college educated the daughters of well off families who were serving abroad in 
positions for the British Empire or British Military. On the 1911 census her pupils are 
listed as having been born in Paris, Turkey, Asia Minor, India and Guinea. 
 
Sadly her story comes to an end shortly after the outbreak of war in 1914 as Miss 
Elizabeth Bannester died on the 2nd December 1914. She was just 50 years old. 
 
We know that she left £521 and 6 shillings as a notice for probate was posted 
naming Rose Brown as her executor - Rose seems to have been a long time colleague 
as she was listed on both 1901 and 1911 census records as living at the same address 
with the same occupation. 
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Southend Stories—Elizabeth Bannester 

Local newspaper clipping of Elizabeth Bannester. 

Alexandra College, Crowstone Road in 1912 and the building today. 

Postcard of Alexandra College gardens. 
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Southend Stories—George Guy 

George was born on the Isle of Wight in 1897 and his family lived at 37 Elm Grove, 
Newport, IoW. George volunteered to join the Isle of Wight Rifles in 1915 when he was 
only 18 years old. 
 
In April and May 1915 George’s unit was stationed in 
Suffolk and then in the Watford area and on 30 July 1915 
the Isle of Wight Rifles sailed from Liverpool aboard 
the RMS Aquitania to join the fighting at Gallipoli. 
 
The 163rd Brigade, consisting of the 1/5th Suffolk 4th & 5th 
Norfolk, & George’s  1/8 Hampshires (I.W.Rifles) were 
landed on 10 August 1915 in order to attack the Turkish 
positions on Anafurta Ridge. 
 
Lieutenant General Frederick Stopford was commanding 
the Suvla Bay operation. The beach that the Isle of Wight 
Rifles landed on led to a plain overlooked by a range of 
hills. Lt Gen. Stopford - who set up his command post in a sloop – HMS Jonquil – 
anchored offshore - took the beaches but waited whilst stores were landed before 
occupying the empty hills. 
 
By the time he decided to move his troops into the hills the Turks had filled them full of 
artillery and infantry. 
 
On 12 August 1915 the attack was ordered across terrain varying from thick scrub to 
abandoned fields, all cut with dried watercourses.   
 
The Allies suffered approximately 18,000 casualties at Suvla Bay and Lt General Stopford 
was sent home in disgrace. 
 
George Guy died in the attack on Thursday the 12th August 1915, he was 18 years old. 
 
George is commemorated on the Helles Memorial which is found outside the village of 
Sedd el Bahr on the Gallipoli Peninsular in Turkey. 
 
George is also remembered on the Guy family memorial at the North Road Burial 
Ground in Westcliff-on-Sea. 



 44 

Southend Stories—George Guy 

George Guy, Isle of Wight Rifles, 1915—© IWM 

Isle of Wight Rifles during training in 1915—© IWM 

George as a child in 1907—Family Photo 
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Southend Stories—Agnes Whitwell 

Agnes Morley was born in Tollesbury on the River Blackwater in Essex in 1857 and in 
the 1871 census she is listed as being a Servant, so in common with many girls of the 
age Agnes went into Domestic Service with a well off family. 
 
Agnes married George Whitwell in 1879 in the Rochford 
district and they had their first of many children the next 
year, their son George in 1880. In 1881 the family lived in 
Barling and George Snr was a Carpenter by trade. The 
couple had lots of children – Alice in 1881, Charles in 
1884, Amy in 1885, Frances in 1887, May in 1891, Crispin 
in 1897 and Ivy in 1901. In 1891 the family lived at 9 
High St, Sutton and in 1911 the Whitwell’s lived at 120 
North Road, Southend-on-Sea.  
 
Early in the Great War, the East coast of England suffered 
from bombing raids by German Zeppelin Airships. 
Southend-on-Sea was raided particularly badly several times as the anti aircraft 
batteries on Canvey and Thames Gateway were able to mass their fire at Zeppelins 
heading for London and turn them back – towards Southend.   
 
On the 10th May 1915, Zeppelin LZ38 was turned back from an attack on London and 
proceeded to drop nearly 100 incendiary bombs on Southend.  
 
The attack happened at just before 3am and was witnessed by many people who, after 
hearing the first explosions, rushed out of their houses to see what was going on. 
 
George and Agnes Whitwell were asleep in their bed at 120 North Road, when an 
incendiary bomb from LZ38 dropped through the roof of their house and landed on 
their bed. Agnes was killed instantly but George was able to save himself and his 
(reportedly disabled) daughter Ivy by jumping out of the first floor window into the 
garden below – although both were hospitalised by the jump.  
 
Agnes was buried in Sutton Road Cemetery and huge crowds watched the funeral 
procession. Shortly afterwards enraged by her death local people attacked the homes 
and businesses of German or Austrian nationals. 
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Southend Stories—Agnes Whitwell 

Agnes and George Whitwell image from local newspaper of the time reporting the incident. 

Postcard of damage caused on 10th May 1915 raid—120 North Road is the house in the centre. 
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Special thanks go to : 

Bob O’Leary, Pat Ayres, Val Faulkes, Jeff Loftus, Vicki Loftus, Jill O’Leary, Ralph Faulkes, Shirley 

Massey, Hilary Le Marie, Dr Stephen Roots, Ian Johnson, Anne Sutherland, Royal British Legion, 

Leigh-on-Sea Branch, Glen Hearnden, Commonwealth War Graves Commission, Fred Feather, 

Heather Feather, Jim Dickinson, Reg Wells, Mike Eighteen, Linda Medcalf from the Essex Society 

for Family History, Cllr Carole Mulroney, Leigh Society, Valerie Morgan, Chair of Leigh Town 

Council, Cllr Julian Ware-Lane, Cllr Derek Jarvis, Mayor of Southend, Steve Taylor, Gary Green, Ian 

Brown, Southend Borough Council, Sir David Amess, MP, James Duddridge, Members of 

Parliament, Christopher Langdon, Southend Museum, David Hadjicostas and wonderful 

members, Royal Artillery Association, Shoeburyness Branch, Chell Turner and wonderful 

veterans from SSAFA, Mary Lister, Artist, Sam Lierens, Writer, Dean Trotter, Alastair Deacon, 

Photographers, Joyce Amparbeng, Dawn Gerber, Videographers, Barry Nunn, Bugler, Garry 

Lowen, Penny Lowen of Southend Carnival and the Gleneagles Guest House, Father David Wylie, 

St Margaret’s Church, Rev Louise Williams, St Andrew’s Church, Rev Jon Stannard, West Leigh 

Baptist Church, Brilliant volunteers Paddy Hooper, Clara Edey, Alex Hanson, Michael Deacon, 

Jordan Doyle, Deb Trotter, Kye Bremner, Fiona Brooks, Rebecca Kelsey, Marion Ellen, Peter Lister, 

Linda Lister, Karen Lister, Luka Lacey, Sacha Deacon, Sophia Farraway, Luke Duxbury, Annabel 

Duxbury, Freya Hensey, Aiden O’Shea, Flora Easlea, Scarlett Taylor, You are all fabulous! John 

Adams and Ross Williams, Belfairs Academy, Rosemary Harron, Amy Clough and Will Grogan, 

Bournemouth Park School, Carol Sheern and Kay Harvey, Bournes Green Infant School, Michelle 

Arnold, Eastwood Academy School, Debora Donoghue, Edwards Hall School, Caprice Heales, 

Federation of Greenaways School, Esme Taylor and John Bottomley,  Figure of Eight Education, 

Lisa Clarke and Jacqueline Dillnutt, Hamstel Infant School,  Viv Stevens and Ferliene Willis, 

Hinguar Primary and Nursery School,  Ali Ward, Kingsdown School, Hannah James, Stambridge 

Primary, Amanda Every, St Bernard’s High School, Dash Allum,  The St Christopher School, Karen 

Gillett, St George’s Catholic Primary School, Steven Tompkins and Claire Hankey, St Michaels 

School, Elizabeth Mouchel, St Helens Roman Catholic Primary School,  Alison Holmes, St 

Nicholas Secondary School,  Amanda Gray, Richmond Avenue Primary School, Ed Harper, 

Shoeburyness High School, Eileen Thorn, Waterman Primary School, Violette Dooley, and Kay 

Hammond, The Westborough School, Candy London, West Leigh Junior School, Yolande Sayer, 

Sarah Froydenlund, Sandra Huband, Emma Dawson and Sharon Cekerevac, West Leigh Infants 

School, the fabulous Children and Young People from all the schools that took part but 

especially from our Ambassador Schools, West Leigh Infant and Junior Schools, Bournemouth 

Park School, Belfairs Academy, St Christopher School and Hinguar Primary and Nursery School.  
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Further research and learning materials 
 

SSFR Project films are available at: 

www.ssfr.org.uk/ssfr-films 

 

For more Southend Heritage Stories please go to: 

www.ssfr.org.uk/trail 
 

For all of the project learning materials the link is: 

www.ssfr.org.uk/learningmaterials   
 

The Royal British Legion learning materials can be found at: 

www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/schools-learning 
 

Michael Eighteen’s website has a huge amount of research 

on the Southend Roll of Honour: 

southend19141918.co.uk 

 

To contact Blade Education please email: 

info@blade-education.org.uk 
 

 

http://www.ssfr.org.uk/ssfr-films
http://www.ssfr.org.uk/trail
http://www.ssfr.org.uk/learningmaterials
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/schools-learning/learning-resources/
southend19141918.co.uk
mailto:info@blade-education.org.uk

