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Introduction

Before the Great War women were expected to get married, stay home and look
after the children. Despite the respect for Queen Victoria, girls were lucky to learn
to read and do basic mathematics, mostly, they were taught to cook, sew and if rich
enough, play an instrument. Poorer un-

married girls went into domestic service,

which meant they cooked and cleaned for

richer families, like Alice Guy, Eva

Forsdick’s mother.

For upper working class girls, like Ellen

Daly or Nurse Bradford, nursing was considered a nobler profession but was still

largely frowned upon by mainstream society. While for more academic young la-

dies teaching might be suitable, either as a governess for a few children in well off
family or at a school. Even as late as the 1960s if two
teachers fell in love and wanted to marry, the woman
would have to leave her profession to become a wife.

In Southend there were women who challenged these

ideas, like Elizabeth Bannester and possibly the first fe-

male tram driver in the country, Annie Overton, but they

had to fight very hard in order to achieve ambitions that

young people completely take for granted in the 21st cen-

tury. Itis still hard to imagine just how restricted and
dangerous it was to be female in Southend in 1910.
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